Survival Guide
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My Dream is to fly over the rainbow so high!
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Main organizer: Varvara Bezhenova
+380993851935

+380671797140

varvara.bezhenova@gmail.com
Spam me as much as you want to (:

Dear reader,

Please, keep in mind that this is not the final version of your survival guide to survive SC’10 ZP. More information will come on a regular basis and the next versions of the guide will be uploaded as soon as we get wiser.
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Read this before coming here

What to bring

- yourself

- passport or ID card

- camera

- very important: national drinks for International Evening.

- national food or International Evening, which requires as least cooking facilities, as possible

- sleeping bag

- personal medication
- slippers (for showering)
- your swimsuit

- party mood and nice underwear

Think of the dates of your departure in advance (and tell ‘em to us) for booking tickets back in advance, as there may be some problems with finding free places in the last minute
General information about Ukraine and ZP
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Ukraine (Україна, Ukrayina, /ukra’jina/) is a country in South-Eastern Europe. 

It borders Russia, Belarus, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Moldova and the Black Sea and Sea of Azov to the south. 
Flag consists of two colours: blue (sky) and yellow (field of ripe wheat). But lbg ZP has another thought of it’s meaning (:
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Kiev (Kyiv) is the country's capital. 
Ukraine is the second largest country in Europe (after European part of Russia, before metropolitan France).
The geographical center of Europe is in Ukraine near the western town of Rakhiv. 

Zaporizhzhya is a big industrial city in the sout-east of Ukraine. 

It has great historical roots, as it was the motherland of Ukrainian national heros – cossacs. Their main residence (Sich) was situated on a pictueresque island in the middle of the Dnieper river and now is a good tourist destination and opened for visiting and camping.
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National holidays:
January 1 - New Year's Day
January 7 - Christmas (Orthodox calendar)
March 8 - International Women's Day
May 1 and 2 - International Workers' Solidarity Day
May 9 - Victory Day
June 28 - Constitution Day
August 24 - Independence Day
Getting around in Ukraine and ZP

To get to Ukraine you can use some cheap airlines (wizzair) to get to Kiev from: London-Luton, Oslo, Cologne, Dortmund, Katowice\Krakow. Other airlines are more expensive. In fact there are several mid-priced flights from Baltic region to Ukraine, you can also use them.

BESTies from Ukraine usually go to westrn Europe through Poland – take this route into account, it may be cheaper, as there are a lot of cheap flights to Katowice\Krakow. If you are going to use buses a lot, it may also be handy to go through Slovakian border.
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Kyiv-Boryspil is the airport that most international visitors fly through on their way to Ukraine. It is located about 15 km from the southeast edge of Kiev and the nearest metro station ("Boryspilska"), and 40 km from the city center. The airport has a reasonably priced hotel: http://www.boryspil-airport.kiev.ua/eng/hotels/
Buses to Boryspil airport
I recommend using the comfortable and convenient "Polit" buses that travel from the Kiev main train station to Boryspil and back every 20-30 minutes 24 hours a day. Late at night (between 23:00 and 6:00) the bus runs about every hour. Fare is 25 UAH (2 - 3 euros) one way; advance reservation is not possible. 
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Taking a taxi to and from Boryspil airport.
As you get off the plane and enter the airport commons area, expect to be assaulted by taxi drivers asking up to 200 UAH (20 euros) for a taxi ride into Kiev. If you're a hard bargainer, you may get the price down to as low as 80 UAH, but it's better to take the Polit bus. 

You can also get to Ukraine by international trains\buses, see Datasheet B or just google it (:

It is also possible to get to Ukraine on ferry


You can cruise from Istanbul and a few other locations from both Odessa and Yalta. This information is almost nonexistent on the web. The ship leaves at 22:00 and arrives in Yalta at 9:00 Monday. But this info may change so if you are choosing this way, check it before relying on it. There are several accommodation options.
[image: image7.jpg]



For more information visit the following websites: 

· letsgoistanbul website with info on getting to Ukraine via ferry from Istanbul
http://www.letsgoistanbul.com/abroadferry.htm
-     Ukrferry website with routes, schedules, and prices (Odessa port only) 
http://www.ukrferry.com/eng/scheduller.asp?line=all
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 So, when you are in Ukraine

There are some main points where you can find yourself after getting to Ukraine (: They are: Kiev, Lviv, Odessa.
You can reach ZP from any of these places by train (Datasheet A). Travelling by Ukrainian trains may seem rather specific, so here is some info and tips (Datasheet C)
Whenever or wherever you come to ZP – we will meet you and help you to get to the office or to your accommodation place, don’t worry about it.
Our lovely weather

This lovely link will help you to check the correct weather for Zaporizhzhya (: for certain days
http://www.yr.no/place/Ukraine/Zaporizjzja/Zaporizhzhya/
Money, money - it’s so funny

Prices will seem rather low in comparison to other European countries. E.g.
	Product
	Price 

	Condoms
	15 UAH

	beer (500 ml)
	6 UAH

	wine(750 ml)
	30 UAH

	vodka(700 ml)
	35 UAH

	bus ticket
	2 – 2.5 UAH

	1 pack of cigarettes
	5 - 10 UAH


Currently 1 euro is approx 12 UAH, but it may change later.
Datasheet A

Getting to ZP from main Ukrainian cities

From Lviv:

	Train number
	From
	Destination
	Departure time
	Arrival time

(ZP)

	324Л
	Lviv
	Zaporizhzhya
	15-36
	17-59

	86Л
	Lviv
	Simferopol
	9-45
	4-48


From Kiev:

	Train number
	From
	Destination
	Departure time
	Arrival time

(ZP)

	316
	Kiev
	Zaporizhzhya
	23-05
	12-05

	72К
	Kiev
	Zaporizhzhya
	21-23
	6-42

	12К
	Kiev
	Simferopol
	17-51
	3-45

	40К
	Kiev
	Sevastopol
	12-51
	23-05


From Chernivtsi:

	Train number
	From
	Destination
	Departure time
	Arrival time

(ZP)

	628
	Chernovci
	Zaporizhzhya
	16-55
	8-04

	604
	Chernovci
	Simferopol
	20-30
	4-48


From Odessa:

	Train number
	From
	Destination
	Departure time
	Arrival time

(ZP)

	618Ш
	Odessa
	Zaporizhzhya
	13-53
	7-30


Datasheet B

International trains in Ukraine.
Train travel to countries of the former Soviet Union (Russia, Belarus, the Baltic countries, and Moldova) are very inexpensive by European standards (tickets can be bought for under $50 USD). All connections with western and central European countries are significantly more expensive because of the difference in railway gauge that requires lengthy adjustments at the border.
Buying train tickets to Ukraine abroad.
Train tickets to Ukraine can be obtained at train stations abroad. However, the price may differ from what you would pay for the same ticket in Ukraine (i.e. cost more).
Buying international train tickets in Ukraine.
International train tickets can only be bought at certain ticket counters. In Kiev this ticket counter is in a side room to the left of the main hall of the Central Railway Ticket Office on 38 Shevchenka Boulevard. This building is a 10 minutes' walk from the train station. The hours are from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. on weekdays and, I believe, from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on weekends. 

To buy international train tickets, you will need a passport for each passenger. The booking process is lengthier than for domestic tickets and can take a while. Tickets can be returned at the same ticket desk. 

Get out your map... let's take a look at all the international destinations you can travel to from Ukraine (Kiev train station) by train. This list may be incomplete: 

	Anapa, Russia
Baku, Azerbaijan
Belgrade, Serbia
Berlin, Germany
Bratislava, Slovakia
Brest, Belarus
Bucharest, Rumania 
Budapest, Hungary 
Chisinsau, Moldova
Kaliningrad, Russia
Karaganda, Kazakhstan 
Krakow, Poland
Minsk, Belarus
	Moscow, Russia
Murmansk, Russia 
Prague, Czech Republic
Rostov na Donu, Russia 
Saint Petersburg, Russia 
Sofia, Bulgaria
Vienna, Austria
Vladivostok, Russia 
Voronezh, Russia 
Warsaw, Poland 
Wroclaw, Poland
Zagreb, Croatia 


In addition to these direct connections, train transfers allow you to reach practically any city in Europe by train from Ukraine. However, beyond a certain distance it would probably make more sense to fly.
International bus routes to Ukraine
Buses are currently the most inexpensive form of international travel from Ukraine. Buses are usually highly uncomfortable. It is much easier to get rest at night on the train than even on the most comfortable bus with nice reclining seats. Therefore, I recommend traveling by bus only as a last resort. 

Cost of travel
Here are some approximate prices for international travel (there and back, in USD): 

Berlin — $120 
London — $200
Madrid — $300 

I will post more contact info and instructions for booking bus tickets shortly. 
Chisinau - Zaporizhzhya

	From
	To
	Departure time
	Arrival time
	Days

	Chisinau
	Zaporizhzhya
	00-10
	17-10
	Every day except Thursdays


Chisinau - Odessa:

	Chisinau
	Odessa
	Departure time
	Arrival time

	
	
	06-15
	11-30

	
	
	11-05
	16-25

	
	
	13-40
	18-45

	
	
	16-05
	21-26

	
	
	21-40
	02-05


Datasheet C
Hints, tips and info about long-distance trains in Ukraine.
As practically everyone of you will experience this type of traveling, here is some info.
Long-distance trains stop for at least two minutes, and usually longer in large cities (10-20 minutes). If you're getting on at the first stop, you will have half an hour to an hour to get on the train before it leaves.
To board the train, find your carriage and show your ticket to the officer at the door. Several minutes after the train departs, the officer comes around to each compartment and gathers tickets
All long-distanced trains are specially equipped for sleeping. There are 2 or 4 coaches in each compartment. Blankets, sheets and a towel are provided in a special kit, which is paid for in advance while booking the ticket.

Smoking is allowed at one end of each carriage outside the doors (so in the section connection two carriages).
Train officers will make the rounds in the morning about 45 minutes before stops and remind passengers to wake up and get ready.
